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IV. A Letter pom the Reverend Mr Abraham 
dela PrymCj to the very Reverend Dr G, D. 
of Y. and F^ /?• S. concerning fome Roman 
Antiquities in Lincolnflhire. 

Very Reverend Sir^ 

HAving made bold in my laft Letter to acquaint 
you with the Recent difcovery of a Roman 
Pavement in Lmcdnjhire^ fo I could not ( through 
the great love that I have unto Antiquity J 
any longer forbear going to take a view thereof than 
yefterday, which having performed, I fhall here now, 
as I promifed you^ give you a larger account thereof 
than before I was able to do* But becaufe that it is by 
a famous old Romm High- way, or Street fas it is com- 
monly called J I will make bold to delcribe its courfe 
unto you as briefly as I can in the firft place, becaufe 
that no body hath done it before me, and bc^auD 
that the doing of the fame illuftrates this piece of An- 
tiquity. 

I have obferved many Roman ways in that Comty 
ot Uncoln^ but none more obfervable than this, called 
High' Street^ which runs f if I miftake not J almoft di- 
rectly in a ilraight line from London to Humkr- 

Side* 

This is that which is flightly mentioned by Mr 
Ctmbden fin New Ed. p. 470.) as running, fays he,frorn 
Lincoln Northwards unto the little Village called Spit* 
tie in the Street^ and fomewliat further from this Spit- 
tie in the Street^ and 'tis fomewhat further. I lliall con- 
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tinue itscoiirCej and what I have abfervcd worthy of 
note, about the fame unto Hnmkr aforefakl. 

It is not perhaps iin worthy to note that this way is 
called all along by the Country people the Higk Street^ 
and is fo vifible, that it is a great dire£t!on and guide 
to Strangers and PalTengers- it is cafe up on both fides 
with incredible Labour to great heighth, Bnd difcon- 
tinned in many places, and then begun again, knd fo 
on to Humber^de. I have obferved that where it runs 
over nothing but bare Mould and plain Heath, that 
there it confifts of nothing but Earth cafe up, but 
where it comes to run through Woods, there it is not 
only raifed with Earth, but alfo paved with great 
Scones fet tdgQ way , very clofe to one another, that 
the roots ot the Trees that had httn cut down to make 
way for the Oime, might not fpring up again and blind 
the Road. Which paved Caufey is yet vtry ftrong, 
firm, and vifible in many places oi this Street, where 
Woods are yet (landing on both fides, as undoubtedly 
they were on the MmMm times, elfe it had not been 
paved, and.in other places it is paved wdiere nothing 
of any Wood is now to be fcen, tho undoul)tedly 
there w^as when it was made. In one place [ mcafur'd 
the breadth of the faid paved Street, and! found it 
Juft fcven yards broad E^gli/h meafure* 

This Street or Caufey in its courfe full Ncrih as 
aforefaid, runs by the Fields of Hihkrfioi^, fv^h ich 
perhaps fignilies the place where the I).^v//j§ Genera! 
HnhhM was buried] in v^hich Fields not far off thiS 
Street, is the foundations of many R^ma^^ Buildings^ to 
be leen, as is nianiteif trom their Tile there founds 
and Tradition fays, that there hath been a City 
and Caftle there, and there are two Springs, ibe 
one called Jalkf/s Stony Well, and the ether 
Lajiieti?^ Well , and there are ieverai; old Eoma^r 
Coins DOW and then found Uicrc, Ihi^rni^it perhaps 
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be fonic little old Roman Town by their Highway fide, 
and was perhaps in after times before that it was ruin- 
ed called Cajlletovpft^ or Cajlerton^ from its being built 
Upon or by fome of their Camps, that might then be in 
thoie Fields. 

About a mile further to the Northward on the Wefr 
fide of the faid Street, upon a great PLiin of Sheep- 
walk, there is very vifible the foundations of another 
old Town, tho now there is neither Houfe, Stone, 
Rubbifh, Tree, Hedge, Fence, nor Clole to be feen 
belonging thereto. I have counted the Vejligia of the 
Buildings, and found them to amount to about one 
hundred that are yet vifible, and the number of the 
Streets or Lanes are 4 or 5, and not far from it North- 
ward is a place called the Kirk-garth^ where tlie 
Church is fuppofed to have ftood that belonged to 
this Town. Tradition calls this place Gawjirop, and I 
do very well remember that I have read in the 2d Vol 
of the Mon. Ang. of Lands and Tenements herein gi^ 
ven untoNervJied Priory, not far off this place, in an 
Ifland in the River Ank, falily called Ankham. 

About a iiiile or two hence theStreet runs thro Scm^hy 
Wood, where it is all paved, and from thence cloie 
by BroMghtm Town en^d, by a Hill which I fliould take 
to be a Barrow, and that the Town had its name from 
it quafi Barrow Town, but that it feems to be too ex- 
ceifively great for one. How^ever, I have found frag- 
ments of Roman Tiles and Bricks there £and millions 
of petrify 'd Shcil-tiih, thoufands of which I have 
broken to behold their Texture, and to fee if I coold 
find one within another , of which I fhall in my 
next give you a large account.^ 

From thence the Caufey all along paved is continu- 
ed about a mile further to rhe entrance upon r/:^r;//W/;/, 
more where there is a phc: by rhe Street called Brat- 
ton Grave fy and :j lirdc talc by BrouglHon Woo J (ide. 
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is a Spring that I diTcovered fome years ago tliat turns 
Mofsiu to Stone 5 and not far further ftands the ruins 
of the ftately Priory of Thomholm^ built by King 

Oppofite to this Priory, about a quarter of a mile on 
the Weft- flde of the Street, is a place called 5'^f/f(?>i?, 
from the flying Sands there, which have over-riiri 
and rained above a hundred Acres of Land. 1^^ 
mongft which Sands was in antient time a great Roman 
Pottery, as the Learned Dr Li^er {hews in the Tranfafl:. 
from the Reliques of the ruinous Furnaces^and the many 
fragments of Re?;^^^^ Urns and Pots yet to be met with. I 
have alfo' found: there feveral Roman Coins, and Mr B. 
of A found a great piece of Brafs in thebottom of one 
of the Furnaces like a Crofs, which perhaps was part 
of aCrate^to fet Tome Pots on while they were baking 
or drying. 

Returning back to the Street, there are feveral Sand- 
hills, fomewhat like Barrows thereby, on the top of 
one of which was ereded a great flat Stone, now fo 
far funk in the earth that there is not above a foot of 
it to befeen ; but I could obferve no Infcription there- 
on, tho undQubtedly it was not fet there for nothing. 

Entring then into Appleby-lane^ the Street leads thro 
the Weft end of the Town, at which Town is two 
old Roman Games yet pradis'd, (tho very imperfedly) 
rhe one caird Julians Bower ^ and the other Troys 
Walls. 

From hence the ftreet runs ftrait on, leaving Roxby^ 
fa Iktle Town half a mile on the Weft, where the 
Roman Pavement is difcover'd, that I ftiall immediately 
defcribe,) and Wmterton^ a pretty neat Town (where 
• tiie worthy Families of the Places and Ncvr I s inha.^ 
hit y promoters and cncouragers of every thing that 
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And then about 3 or 4 miles further, ieaving FF/>^* 
tnngham about half a mile to the Weft, the faid Street 
falls into Humber^ and there ends; at which end has 
been a Town caird Old Wintringham^ and a fort of a 
Beach for Ships, 

All this 0id of the Country, on the Weft fide of 
this Street, hath been full of Romans in old time, as 
may be gather 'd from their Moneys, Coyns, and the 
many Tiles and Bricks that are commonly here found, 
efpecially at a Cliff called Winterton Cliff ^ where has 
been fome old Roman Buildings ; and further about two 
miles more Weft ward is Alkburrow^ which feems to 
have been a Roman Town not only from its name^^ 
but alfo from a fmall four-fquare Camp or Entrench- 
ment there, on the Weft fide of which is a Barrow caK 
e dCountefs Barrow^ ox Countefs Pit^ to this day, fitnk 
hollow in the middle. 

Having thus given you an Idea of this part of the 
Country, and, h^w and whereabouts this Town ot 
M^xl^ ftMnds, where this Roman Pavement is difco- 
vear'd, I fhall now proceed to give you an account 
thereof, as I took it upon the place at my being 
there. 

Mr Place -and Mt Nepil^ the two Whtterton Gentle- 
men, going with me thither, we found that the Clofe 
or G^'ir^^ where this piece of Antiquity is difcover'd, is 
in the Town aforefaid, on the South Weft of the 
Church, the Lord of the S^^l is Mr Ehvajs, a South 
Country Gentleman, the Teiipnts Name is TBo. Smki) ; 
the occafion of its difcovery.was his digging to repair 
a fence berweert this Clofe and another^ which as 
loon as he haJ difeover'd he bared a little thereof, it 
lying about a toot and a half in the ground ^ and dig- 
ging in many places found it to be about 6 or 7 yards 
br qad, and as ivmn long, i f . not more ^ but he being 
not at all curious thercot, the School-boys went and 
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paird feveral curious figures in pieces that he had ba- 
red, v/hich were Cqi in Circles. 

Having got a Spade, Shovel and Beefom, we fell to 
work, and with it great deal of labour ( the ground 
being very hard J bared about a yard and a half fquare, 
in baring of which we call: up many pieces of Roman 
Tile, the bone of an hinder leg of an Ox or Cow, 
broken in two^ and many pieces ol Plafter painted red 
and yellow, which feeiifd to have been the Cornifti at 
the foot of fome Altar, or elfe perhaps of fbme part 
of the Building ; and v/e obferved that feveral great 
Stones in their falling ( when the building over this 
pavement was deftroy'd) had broken and lodged them- 
felves in the F^avement, and there lay until we remo- 
ved them. 

Then having fwept the fpace aforefaid that we had 
bared very clean , the Pavement looked exceeding 
beautiful and pretty, and one would not imagine, had 
one not feen them, that fuch mean Stones could make 
fuch pretty work ; for they are nothing but fmall four 
fquare bits of Brick, Slate and Cauk, fet in curious 
figures and order, and are only of three colours, red, 
blue and white 3 fpecimens of all which I havefentby 
the bearer. Of which there is one as long again as 
any of the reft, of which many whole rows, red, blue 
and white confifted, on the outfides of the fmaller 
work : The material that thefe fmall Stones is fet in is 
a floor of Li me and Sand, and not Plaifter : Which 
floor is fb rotten and decayed with time, that one may 
eafily dig up the little Stones, &c. 

The whole Pavement confifts of Circles, and Qua- 
drangular, and many uneven figures, with rows of the 
aforefaid Stones, red, blue and white : in fome of 
which Circles and Figures was Urns, in others Flowers, 
jfi others Interchangeable Knots, according as the 
Work- man pleafed^ a draught of v/hich I then took 
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upon the place, but becaufe I do not find that it is fo 
fine as fome in Cambden^ QxCiampni^ tfiit has lately 
writ upon this fubjed, I will not trouble you there- 
with. 

When we had beheld as much of it as time would 
give us leave, we cover'dit all up again,and there it re- 
mains unto this very time ; and at prefent the Ciofe in 
which it is, is £own with Line. I am 

HulL Apig. Tour Humble Servant j 

2. 1700. 

Abr. delaPryme. 

Reader ot Trin. Church. 



V. An Account of Books, viz^ 
L Petri Chirai, Confiiarii, Medici is Profeffio- 
ris Regii Monfpeiienfis cfe Motu Cordis Ad^ 
verjaria Analpica. Monfp. i6^S in i %. 

THe Author of this difcourfe endeavous to deli- 
ver an entire fyftem of the motion of the Heart 
and its Caufes in an Analytick Method, advancing each 
PoOtion in the Order, the mind arrives at the know- 
ledge of it. He divides this fubjeft into three diftindt 
Enquiries. 

1. What is theCaufe of the Contra^ion of the 

Heart ? 

2. What is the Caufe of its Dilatation > 

3. Why the motion ot the Ventricles and Auricles 
are not contemporary, but alternate > 

Since 



